






3.3. Expropriation 

Pres. Ramaphosa signed the Expropriation Act on January 23, 2025. For the first time provision is made for expropriation at zero 
compensation. While there are many other problems associated with the Expropriation Act, zero compensation is a serious 
problem. The Act must also be seen against the ANC's declared objective of also amending the Constitution of South Africa to 
enable expropriation without compensation on a large scale. At the ANC's 54

th Congress held in December 2017 it was decided 
to amend section 25 of the Constitution to enable expropriation without compensation. Since then, Pres. Ramaphosa has lent his 
support to the amendment of the Constitution on several occasions. However, the ANC could not obtain the required two-thirds 
majority in Parliament. Despite this, the Expropriation Act, which provides for zero compensation, was signed by Pres. 
Ramaphosa. This Act could be an instrument in the hands of the government to achieve their stated goal without amending the 
Constitution. The passing of the Expropriation Act must therefore be seen within the context of the ANC's own declared 
objective. 

Recommendation: 
Put pressure on the government to pass an Amendment Act removing the zero compensation clause, 12(3) as well as 
dause19(8) that allows expropriation to take place before an agreement has been reached or the court has pronounced 
on the compensation amount, and to request an undertaking from the government that the Constitution will not be 
amended to allow for expropriation without compensation at a large scale. 

3.4 BELA 
The Basic Education Laws Amendment (BELA) Bill was finally signed into law by President Ramaphosa late last year . 

This law deprives school governing bodies (and therefore the parent community) of the ability to determine the language and 
admission policy of schools in the future. For the Afrikaner community and the Afrikaans language community, this could have 
devastating consequences for the survival of Afrikaans and Afrikaans culture, and it constitutes a breach of the agreement on the 
protection of language and culture, which was concluded in 1994. 

This is capturing of schools by a centralized government. The amended Act leaves no doubt that the head of the Department of 
Basic Education now has the final authority over language and admission 

Recommendation: 
The American government must put pressure on the South African government to repeal those provisions in the BELA 

Act that remove schools' right to determine their own language and admissions policies. 

3.5 Racial laws 
South Africa is the most racially regulated country in the world. The laws not only discriminate against Afrikaners but are to the 
great detriment of economic growth, job creation and equality. Since South Africa implemented an aggressive racial policy, the 
number of the unemployed has increased from 4 million to 8 million. Companies have to pay premiums for black empowerment 
transactions. The best example is South Africa's electricity utility, Eskom, which has to pay 30% more for procurement due to a 
black empowerment premium payable. The South African racial dispensation is an enrichment program for a small group of 
elites. The black empowerment policy is also to the detriment of foreign investment. A recent example is Elon Musk's Starlink 
which cannot do business in South Africa because it does not meet the 30% black shareholding requirement. Despite foreign 
pressure Pres. Ramaphosa announced in his 2025 State of the Nation Address that the government would launch a R100 billion 
race empowerment fund and that the private sector would pay an extra type of tax to fund it, also announcing that racial 
regulations would be intensified. During the first quarter of 2025 public hearings will be held in South Africa with a view to 
making racial quotas in various sectors even harsher. The UN's International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial 
Discrimination and the International Labor Organization's Convention 111 stipulate that racial programs must be temporary in 
nature. This was also confirmed by the Harvard court ruling in the US. 

Recommendation: 
It is recommended that: 
Pressure be put on the South African government to indicate before the G20 Summit to be held in Johannesburg in 
November 2025 how racial legislation would be phased out 




